The History of the Rolex Explorer |

By: rolex.watchprosite.com
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HIMALAYAN ROLL OF HONOUR
v Rolex Oyster waiches were worn on these
historic Himalayan Expeditions
1933 Mritish Everest Expedition that reached 28,150 fect
W 1933 Houston Expedition that flew aver Everest for the first time
1934 Expedition to Nanda-Devi— Eric Shipeon and 11 W, Tédman
1935 Britsh Everest Reconnaisance Expedition led by Eric
" Shipton
‘ 1936 British Everest Expedition kd by Hugh Ruttledge
1937 British Reconnaissance Expedition to Shaksgam led by Eric
Shapron.
-y 1938 Brwtish Everest Expedition led by H. W. Tman
- 1939 Expedition to Korakoram ked by Eric Shipton
1997 Swiss Alpine Club Expedition 10 Gangotri.
1949 Swiss Himalayan Expedition 10 Garbwal
9 1952 French Himalayan Expedition 10 Garhwal
1952 Swiss Alpine Everest Lapedition led by Dr. Wyss-Dunant.
1952 Swiss Alpine Everest Expedition fed by Dr. Chevalley,
o 1952 Retish Himalayan Expedition led by Enc Shiptoa,
“' 1953 BRITISH EVEREST EXPEDITION LED BY
COLONEL SiR JOHN HUNT.
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The ROLINX OYSTEH renretuAr tha

ious Beitnh Everest

accompanied the vice

prool, selfovinding, and
eacy, this watch is the
highese achievement of the watchmaking

W
ROLEX

A landmark in the history of
Time measurement

THE ROLEX WATCH COMPANY LIMITED (1. WILARORF, GOVERNING DIRECTOR
| GRUEN STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.)




1950's Rolex ad for the Explorer

Most people believe that the Explorer | was launched by Rolex for commemorating the Everest
expedition and that this watch was with British explorer team consisting of Edmund Hillary and
Sherpa Tenzing Norgay etc on 29th, May of 1953, achieving a great task of human being climbing.
This story is definitely magic and attractive, but it still has a certain distance to the real fact. Rolex
indeed had supported Himalayan expedition since 1933, and later in Everest expeditions, Rolex had
been always the official supporters, so Rolex supported each explorer team with its wristwatch.
However, Rolex was not the only supporter: it is said that when Edmund Hillary climbed up on the
top of Everest, what he wore was a watch from the British supporter Smith. But what Tenzing Norgay
wore was indeed an Explorer.

The Explorer was based on the already existing tough and hard wearing bubbleback, which has been
modified by Rolex for the more active and adventurous customer. In 1952, the references 6098 and
6150 (both using the A296 movement) were in fact the first prototypes of Explorer to be used by
climbers; they were watches with white dials and leaf shaped hands and did not bear the name
Explorer yet.

Edmund Hillary’s Rolex

In 1953, these models became the references 6298 and 6350 when they were fitted with the
typical Explorer-type 3-6-9 Arabic dial and later with the Mercedes hands.






So you can see that before Hillary and Norgay climbed on the top of Everest, Rolex did not name
their watches as Explorer. Although Rolex had registered the trade mark of Explorer in Geneva on
26th, Jan of 1953, the Explorer gained its name after Hillary and Norgay climbing up Everest, that is,
“Explorer” began to be added on Ref.6350 after the successful climbing of 1953.

Anyway, Ref. 6350 was indeed specially made for Explorers by Rolex: it has a highly readable dial
design, and its case is also specially strengthened and uses special lubricant making this watch usable
between -20° C and +40° C. Ref. 6150 was stopped in 1959 and replaced by Ref. 6610. Ref. 6610 and
Ref. 6150 are almost the same, but since Ref. 6610 used the new Cal. 1030 movement, the back is
more flat.



ARGENTINE ARMY EXPEDITION TO THE ANTARCTIC

BRITISH SPELEOLOGICAL EXPEDITION TO THE CANTA-
BRIAN MOUNTAINS (SPAIN)

ROYAL SOCIETY
ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION
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SHERPA TENSING

BRITISH NORTH GREENLAND EXPEDITION iR oo M g Ui

n b r Not ovaryone is an explorer but there are many who are forced
v 10 hav My Wiist to treat their watch roughly. With the Explorer you can at last
’ v own a really accurata watch that is tough.




PEOPLE DO NOT DECIDE TO BECOME EXTRAORDINARY.
THEY DECIDE TO ACCOMPLISH

EXTRAORDINARY THINGS.

On May 29, 1953, at 11:30 a.m., Sir Edmund Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing N became the first

men 1o stand on the summit of Mt, Everest. But the top of the mountain was just the beginning of
Sir Edmund’s journey. More than half a century later, his perpetual pursuit of things once imagined
has resulted in the construction of schools, hospitals, medical clinics, bridges and freshwater pipelines
for the people of the Himalayas. He may have left his footprint on a mountain, but he put his indelible

imprint on the world. Proving once again that some people are simply destined to rise to the top

OYSTER PERPETUAL EXPLO
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